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F 7 "HE ee power which rules over the human. 


affections is certainly Love, in all ages, and in 


ſtill kneeling ſubjeds, the moſt potent monarchs of 


themſelves have been obliged to ſubmit to his man- 
date; Herod who was cruel to thelaſt degree, felt all 


all nations he has ruled with arbitrary ſway over his 


the world have wore his chains, and though tyrants 


the charms of Mariamne; Mark Anthony who could | 


be conquer worlds, was conquered himſelf by Cleopa- 
: þ tra; in ſhort, from the high to the low this univerſal | 
power pervades. 1 
Io prove his abſolute monarchy, the following hil⸗ * 
tory, which is founded on facts will contribute i in no 
| "mall degree. ' 
Mr. Warwick Was a genden of an apt br⸗ 


for a number of years at Scarborough; he was happy 

in a moſt agreeable wife, whoſe placid temper joined 

to a hne form, made him one of the moſt 1 8 
men on earth. 


{ poſſeſs her father's underſtanding, joined to her mo- 
ther's beauty, and as ſhe grew up to her wit aud 5 
fprightlineſs, gave them the utmoſt pleaſure; ſhe had 
4 every inficuction siven her which was thought ſuita- 


tune in the Eaſt-Riding of Yorkſhire, and reſided 


Mrs. Warwick had given to his wiſhes one child, 
a a daughter, who from her early infancy promiſed to 


„„ Ce 81] 


able to one who was born to a ſplendid fortune; 


and ſhe was ſo happy in an Improving capacity, that 


ſhe received every thing with a facility; French, 
Dancing, Muſic, and every other polite accompliſh- 


ment ſhe quickly attained, and was admired by all 


who came to viſit, or were viſited by her. 


Never were any more pleaſed or ſatisfied than Mr. 0 
and Mrs. Warwick with their litile Betſey, but alas“! 
Human felicity is but of ſhort duration, the fluctuation 


in life are like an April day, and the ſun which ſhines 


in one hour, is hid in clouds the next. 


Mr. Warwick found his health decline apace, the 
Talubrious air of Scarborough could not aſſiſt him, fo 


that he was adviſed by his phyſicians to go to the 
Jouth of France, to try what the change of climates 
might effect. Mrs. Warwick would have attended 
Him, but he would not endanger her and his darling 
Betſey on the capricious and ever dangerous ocean, 
and abſolutely inſiſted on their ſlaying behind. 
Accordingly he ſet out for Montpelier with An > 
retinue, and a gentleman of the faculty with him. 
They had a ſucceſsful voyage, and ſoon arrived at 
that admired ſpot, which is ſaid to be the pureſt air 
In the world; but alas! no change of climate or air 
could do him any good, and in leſs than three months 
Mrs. Warwick received the melancholy news of his 
death ; his body was, by his own defire, brought 
home for interment, in the vault belonging to the 


family. 7 


At this period of time Miſs Betſey was no more than ; 
thirteen; yctſhe had ſenſe enough at ſo tender an age 


to lament the loſs of ſo good and ſo worthy a parent, 


the jained with her mama in tears for ſome time, and 


Mrs. 


HSI, 


Se BE 


7 Mrs. v arwick, as is cuſtomary with young widows, 
made vows never to have another huſband ; how the 
' Preſerved theſe vows will be ſeen in the courſe. of 
this hiſtory. 
She retired for ſama time Kanther off from POT STAY | 
rough, where ſhe and her daughter might - mourn 


125 Winnt interruption, beeng in the firſt week moſt 


_ heartily tired with the many impertinent vilits which: | 
had been paid her; as in the polite world there is 
an art of ingeniouſly tormenting, by being over and 
above complaiſant, and by continual repetition keep 
that in the memory which it would be bell to forget. 

Mrs. Warwick, and her daughter having abſent- - 
ed themſelves for upward of twelve-months, to wear 
off the heavineſs they had contracted, repaired ' 
once more to Scarborough, and determined to 
enjoy the benefits of that polite place; no ſoon- 
er was it known that ſhe was returned, than 
compliments and viſits were made by the princi- 
pal people of faſhion and ſortune in the place. 

Mils .Betley was now grown very much, ſhe 
had a moſt delicate ſhape and air, a ſet of fine- 
features, though not quite ſo feminine as many of - 
her lex, whach however, was of ſingular ſervice to 
her in her rambles through life, as will be bac fide?) Is 
cd by and by; her converſation was agreeable, her 
manners open, yet modett, and her underſtanding | 
much above her years. 7 1 25 
Her mother was a rich young widow; and he 
had an immence fortune; no wonder then that they 
were peſtered with all ſorts of company, ſome who 
had an eye to their charms, but more who had to 
their liches young ſpendthriſis made their ap- 


proaches 


(6 ) 
proaches, in hopes to repair their ſhattered circum- 
ſtances, but prudence ſtill kept all ſuch at a proper 


diſtance, yet the envy of, or malevolence of thole 


who delight in ſcandal would have put bad conſtruc- 
tions on the moſt innocent behaviour. 
Among the croud who paid their complimentary 
viſits to Mrs. Warwick, or to watch the growing 
charms of Miſs Betſy was Colonel Blandford and 
Lord Richmore; who though they paid their re- 
ſpecls to the mother, their ultimate hopes was on the 
daughter; theſe two rivals were of quite different 
Characters. The Colonel was a man naturally 
ſedate, and though he had reaſon to conclude that 
he was the favorite of Miſs Betſey, yet _ Was pru- 
dent enough not to boaſt of it. 
Lord Richmore, on the contrary, tage it his par-- 
ticular glory to inſinuate that he Was a lover” of ſo 
| fine a young lady. | 
Miſs gave her company maike to ack, : 
ſhe went to balls, plays, muſic meetings, and other 3 
amuſements with each. Lord Richmore made her 
preſents of immenſe value, which by the advice of 
her mother ſhe accepted, Who was ſecretly his friend, 
and wiſhed for nothing more than an -alliance 
with ſo noble a family. The Colonel however 
perſuaded, that though Miſs behaved with reſpect to 
Lord Richmore, yet her eyes declared in his favour, 
therefore he had little to fear from ſuch a rival: my 
Lord looked upon her civilities as proofs of real af- . 
fection, and made the Colonel the repolitory of all 
his ſecrets, as he ſeemed to have a great friendſhip, 
for the Colonel, by this means knew all his intentions, 
but N 1 his < own e Ama to himſelf, and 


made 


: - 
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a uſe of 1 my Lord's openneſs to | forward. bl own. 


ſuit; this was a diſſimulation not perfectly conſiſtent 
with honour; but in affairs of love, trifles are diſre- 


1985 garded; 1 in ſhort, the heart of Miſs Betſey was totally 
and unalterably the Colonel's. Among other viſi- 
tors was one Squire Meadows, a gentleman of good 
fortune in the country, of whom we ſhall have farther 
occaſion to ſpeak of. 


How weak are our refolves when all powerful | 
love takes poſſeſſion of our ſouls. Mrs. Warwick, not- 


withſtanding the declaration the had made never to 
enter into the holy ſtate of matrimony again, could 


not help being pleaſed with the addreſſes of a new | 
lover. 


Squire Meadows thinking ; it high time for 1 to 


caſt off ſorrow, began to make ſtrong love to her, and 
this charming widow reflecting on the pleaſures of a 


married life, ſoon gave her conſent to make him 
happy, and be. ſo herſelf. 


But the Squire had other 3 beſides love, he 


knew Miſs Betſey s fortune wasinher mother's hands, 
and he wanted to convert it into his own property; 
being pretty confident the widow had regard enough 
for him to enter into his meaſures, he propoſed. to her 
do put her daughter into a conyent in France, that 
. ſhe might then have more liberty to do as ſhe Ped, 
and have nothing to diſturb her tranquility. 


Mrs. Warwick agreed to this mercenary propoſal, 


. and as ſhe thought Miſs Betſey would not willingly . 


chuſe a monaſtic life, intended to get her there by 


| 1 ; a ſtratagem. Accordingly ſhe. told her ſhe was de- 
termined to take a trip to Paris, and that ſne ſhould 
ſay there a ſhort time to compleat her Education. 


. 


Miſs Betſey heard this news with pleaſiite, as ſhe | 
- Sl a great inclination to ſee France: and though ſhe 


did not cxpect much improvement from going there, 
as ſhe was at preſent as accompliſhed a young lady as 


$3242 cculd be, yet ſhe was deſirous of ſeeing {oreign courts 


and cuſtoms; beſides, ſhe knew the Nuns in the con- 


vents abroad made: very curious pieces of work, and 
had a fancy to go and fee them; when ſhe was there, 


not imagining the plot Which Was laid to confine 


her there for life. | 

Though Mrs. Warwick was e with Lord 

| Richmore' s love for her daughter, and had approved 
of it, yet ſhe did not want to appriſe him of their inten- 


 tiotis of going, fearing out of politeneſs he would offer 
to make a little tour with them, and that would have 


been an obſtacle to her deſigns, fo ſhe prepared every 
thing with great expedition to ſet out, but Colonel 


Blandford happened to come the NOT wad ey were 
going to ſet off for Dover. 

Mrs, Warwick being very buſy in ben e 

Betſey took the opportunity to go into the garden 


With him, and ſeated themſelves in an harbour; here 

after many tender ſpeeches on both ſides, they rene w- 

ed their vows of eternal fidelity, and the told him the 
- would perſuade her mother to make as ſhort a ſtay in 


France as poſſible, as no pleaſure ſhe could enjoy 


there would make her wiſh to be long eee 


| from him. 


They did not ſtay long hee: as Betſey was fear- | 


ful her mother would ſurpriſe them in cloſe confer- 
ence, and ſhe knew nothing of the paſſion they had 


for each other; however, the Colonel waited in the 
periour till the widow c came We COW, as he thought ſhe 


: would 


(9h) 


would" Hear he had been there and to prevent ful 
picion. 

Aſter paſſing a few compliments ind taking lis 
leave, he handed her and her Mother into their car- 
Triage, when they ſet off for Dover, and took ſhip- 
ping for France, where they arrived ſafe in Paris, 
t hey remained there a few days; ſhe then took her to 
the Convent under pretence of ſhewing her it, as ſhe 
was converüng with the Nuns and the Abbeſs, ſome 

of them invited her to tay a little while. The friend- 

ſhip they profeſſed for her, made it impoſſible for 
her to deny them: accordingly ſhe agreed to ſtay 
a week, and her motier FOI to come and fetch 
Tn men 

M Warwick tia no ſooner Suh ties daughter 
A this artful manner) in the Convent, but ſhe 
returned back to Scarborough, and informed the 

Squire of what ſhe had don e; he was highly ſatisfied 
with her proceedings, and in about a fortnight RAVE 
"Py were married, 

Miſs Betſey Was much furpiitca that ſhe did not 

155 her mother, or hear from her in a whole month 

that ſhe had been there inſtead of a week; the began 
to be uneaſy, and ſometimes thought ſhe had left 
her there with a deſign to make her e her days 
in the Cloiſter. 

During chis time the old lady had taken many op- 

- portunities to talk to her, concerning the happineſs, 
and tranquility of a life devoted to heaven, and of 
che ſnares and temp!ations of this finful world, but all 
this had no effect on Betſey, ſhe was too fond of the 
 Pleatures of it to s it UP; beſides, her dear Co- 
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„ 
lonel Blandford was continually i in her thoughts, and 
the ſhort time ſhe had been abſent from him was an 
age to her. 


She now received A letter tom her mother, which 
| was in theſe words. | 


1 85 ws Daughter, | 


1 Hope your ſituation is A gerabis to you, acul thar 
you have by this time refletted on the vanities 


of the world, and are. willing to deyore yourſelf" to 


heaven. A 
Ihe good bly I 3 has * wel I left 


you there for that purpoſe; you know I have always 
| behaved kind and tender to you, and will a ure you 


now, you ſhall want for nothing to make yur Cloi- 
ſter a happy retir ement, where you will hve in peace, 


and ſerenity, undiſturbed by the cares of life, the ex- 


_ ample of the religious young ladies your companions 
will inſpire your heart with zeal, and you will re- 


joice at your deſtiny. I deſire you will write to me 
ſometimes, and believe me not only a good mathe. 


but your beſt friend. 


When Miſs Betſey had read this letter, though ſhe 


began to ſupect as much, yet the was very near faint- 
105 at having her fears confirmed. 24 137115 
She told the Abbeſs, ſhe found her mother Was go- 


ing to ſacrifice her to her own ittereft, but hoped pro- it 


vidence would prevent her deſigus and protett her in- 
nocence from falling a prey to criminal views. As 


Tam confined here, continued the, I am willing to ; 


; ſtay till by, ſome means Or other 1 + ban my 
liberty. 


Some of the . es the had ae 2 


friendſhip with, came to comfort her, and endeavour- 
| ; ed 
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| | to divert her melancholy. She bort up under her 


3 © misfortunes as well as ſhe could, but a day or two after 
was ſeized with a fever, which. contmued ſeveral 
months.. 


As foon as Mrs. Winwith-v was l to 1 . 
Meadows, ſhe removed from the houſe ſhe had lived 


in, ſo that neither Lord Richmore or the Colonel 
! Blandford knew where to find her, or fee Mifs Betſey, 
who they thought was certainly returned from France 


*. this time, for the Colonel had Wh his lordſhip 


| ſhe was gone. 


nen at church : aw - 


'Squire Meadows and his lady there, he was much 


ſurprized at ſeeing ſhe had left off her widow weeds, 
and was dreſt in rich brocade. He enquired of one 
of the ſervants (for their coach was waiting) the rea- 


| ſon ofit, and was told his miſtreſs was lately married; 
he then made fome enquiry concerning Miſs Betſy, 
and was informed ſhe was left irz a Convent in France, 
much againſt her inclination, and he likewiſe told 
him particularly where it was. : 


The Colonel was greatly agitated at hearing EN 


and went immediately to acquaint Lord Richmore 
with it; his Lordſhip was highly enraged, and ſwore 
they wanted to make a property of her, but he would 


take care to prevent them. 
The Colonel returned home very cenkive, 015 de- 


| termined in his mind to ſee her, and convince her 

Jof his fidelity. Without telling his refolution to any 
zone he ſet off for France, and arrived there without 
| Boſs of time. He aſked for her of the Abbeſs, and 
Pretended he came from her mother; the old lady 
0 called her and d ſheappeared i in a janguiſhinge: condition. 


B 2 | Betſey 


Ky again in a ſew months time. | 8 On 1 


(16+) 
| Betſey who had thought ſhe ſhould never behold - 
her loveragain, was over joyed at the fight of the Co 
- Jonel, but reſtrained herſelf, and diſguiſed her real 
ſentiments, pretended ſhe was perfectly reſigned to her 
mother's deſire; he replyed, he was glad to hear that 

her mother did it purely out of regard to her future. 
welfare. He then ran on a good deal about the voices 
and follies of the world, which pleaſed the lady 
Abbeſs ſo much that ſhe left them at liberty to diſ- 
courſe together, believing he would ſoon. make her | 
content to take the veil. . 
As ſoon as they were alone Betſey burſtic into rears, 
ſhe told him of her mother's wicked deſigns, and 
declared a monaſtic life was her averſion; the Colo- 
nel replyed in a melting tone, do you love me till : 
Betſey? has not this cruel abſence weakened your re- 
gardꝰ or do you flill continue mine by the binding 
vous of eternal conſlancy which has paſſed between 
usb Betſey told him he might be aſſured of her love, | 
and that notwithſtanding all they might make her 
ſuffer, nothing ſhould alter that, or break che't tie be- | 
tween them. 5 4 
The Colonel then declared he . venture 
His life to reſcue her from confinement, and let What 
would be the conſequence he would: ſteal her away. 
Betſey deſired him to attempt nothing raſhly in 
the affair, but to wait a little longer, that perhaps her 
mother might relent, and they might be happy at 
laſt without undertaking e chat might bing b 
him int6 danger. 1 
Thohgh the Colonel Was very dne os gaining | ; 
her liberty, he conſented to wait ſome timie longer; ; 
: ga tender leave of her, promil, ing to ſee hey | 


yr 


630 


1d On the Colonel's return to Scarborough again hie 
o- went to Lord Richmore's, who was very glad to 
al [ fee him, but did not know where he had been; he : 
er began to talk about Miſs Betſey; and ſaid he would 
at make her unnatural mother give her up, and would 
Ire. have her called to an account for her conduct at the 
des hazard of his life he farther ſaid he would ſet out for 
dy © | France in a few days, and if he choſe he might ac- 
. company him. and he eck br at the . of 
ler tlie ume y 2065767 1101 $1005 IE I HT 
Ihe Colonel echt: hi offer, od ſaid, Ke ſup⸗ 
s, | poſed as her mother had ſhut her up from the ſocie- 
d ty of men, ſhe had taken care to inſtruct the Abbeſs 
o | — nettolet any one ſpeak to her, r his; r 
iii] . ney would be to no purpoſe. I 
e- This provoked his Lordſhip the more, but as hie 
g Was determined to ſee her at all events, he ſaid he 
n. |; would dreſs himſelf in the ſame livery as her mother's” 
e, | ſervants wore," and he thoutd.” he” OE to Ering 
era meſſage from her!! a 
e- In ſhort he put his FROM into execution, fot out, 
got to France, put on his diſguile; and was admit- 
e | ted into the parlour. _ 
t 3 Some how or other Mrs: Meadows * Pers in- 
. formed of the Colonel's viſit to her daughter, and 
n Had written to the Abbels, to deſire her not to let 
T x gentel man to ſpeak to Betſey, but his Lordſhip 
1 appearing as one of her ſervants, he was permitted 
g not only to ſee her, but to ſtay a good while with her. 


Betſey knew him immediately in his disguiſe, 
and received him with great joy, as moſt people un 
der confinement are glad to fee their friends, beſides, 
the did not know but what he might be the means 
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of her deliverance without involving, her dear Colo- 
nel in diffculties. 


This behaviour of Betſey's was conſtrued by Lord 


Richmore into the love ſhe had for him, which pleaſ- 


ed him ſo much, that he ſwore he would carry her 
off inſtantly. Betſey was alarmed at this, and beg- 
ed him not to be precipitate in a thing of ſuch: 
moment, for inſtead of ſaving her he Cs only 
ſerve to ſpoil the plot of getting her away atall. She 


brought him at laſt to wait with patience till ſhe found | 


there was no hopes from her mother. _ 
Their ben was broke off by the Abbeſs, 


who came to aſk him ſome queſtions about Mrs. 


Meadows; and he was ſufliciently acquainted with 


that Lady's family to give fatisfactory ns and 3 
BOY periendly- after took his leave. 


On his Lordſhip's return to England, being im- 


patient to let the Colonel know he had ſeen Miſs 
| Betfey; enquired for him at his lodgings, and was 7 


informed he had receiv ed orders to repain to his regi- 
ment. 5 


Lord e being very young, ig: never 


made a campaign, but had only a poſt at court, he 


obtained a commiſhon, and this new advancement 


put the thoughts of Miſs Betſey out of his head for 
ſoome time: he ſoon joined the Colonel, and told 
him all that had paſſed between him and her, and 


ſaid he was reſolved to carry her off at the end of 
the campaign. 


When he came in for winter ane! his 1 bon 


for Betſey revived as ſtrong as ever, and the Colonel 


fearing his love might be detrimental to his own, and 
that he would ſoon have à furlow, when he knew 


he 


( 235-7 
he would make uſe of it to ſee Betſey, picked a duar⸗ 
rel with him at cards, and chalenged him to tight, 
but the magiſtrates hearing of it had them arreſted 
for two months; when they were ſet at liberty, Lord 
Richmore made ule of his furlow, bat the Colonel 
had none, and though he had a longing deſire to ſee 
| Betſey, as it was bore a year ſince he did, had the 
mortification to ſee his rival ſet out for 2 journey 
to her; however, he ſtifled his unea ſineſs, and deſired 
his Lord hip to make his compliments to her. 
Betſey had received a Nun's habit, her year of 
probation being expired, and her time approaching 
for her to take the veil; and what was worle, ſhe 
did not hear from the Colonel. us 

Lord Richmore by the help of he. livery- ſuit 
had acceſs to her again, and when they had talked 
a little, ſhe enquired how his friend the Colonel did, 
when he very ungeneroufly ſaid he left him very bad 
under the hands of the Surgeons, for a diſtemper he 
did not care to ee that he had ſome how ac- 
quired. 7 
After 1 her a 10 ng Wt 5 nk his leave, 
promiling to carry her va even if ſhe had ae 
herlelf a Nun. 

He ſoon returned back to his quarters, and en- 
quiring for the Colonel heard he was gone to Pa- 
ris, but as he did not think him ſo formidable a rival 
he waited patiently till he ſhould ſee him. ; 
As the Colonel appeared once at the gate in his | 

own form, he thought he thould be known, ſo that 
when he got to the place where Betſey was, he 
would not attempt to ſee her till he had borrowed 
* ee, dreſs, which Saur him free TOE to ſpeak 


to 


— 5 
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to anyof the Nuns; to W fulſciohs ne talked to 
ſeveral of them firſt, but at laſt he had an opportu- 
nity to ſpeak to her alone, a ſev minutes for the 


Abbeſs entered the parlour; and they were both 


very cautious what. they ſaid. However, he had 


Written a letter, Which he put into her hand pri- 


n when he went ee it was this: 


M y lovely Betſey, 


Still continue ther cate, 1 ever was, even 5 You 5 
ſhould have altered your ſentiments for me, and 
am firmly reſolved to intereſt myſelf in your deli- 


verance or periſh in the attempt, endeavour” in the 


mean time, to bear the malice of your hard for- 
tune in hopes of bappineſs in future, and I erneſt- 
ly beg of you to retain your love for me, and ne- 

ver forget the promiſes. we made each other. Be- 
lieve, my dear, you ſhall ſoon be at liberty, and ſo 

far miſtreſs of your on actions. as ta have it in 
your power to bleſs Your faithful and moſt 7 8895 : 


_ate lover. 7 1391 
As the Colonel bad 7 ſhes c oat come 


again next. day, ſhe had prepared a e Hos bim | 


3 w..a 
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Dear Colonel. 4 1 5 : 1 4 Joy 


W TR vou bad 1 more to bs. IF: 1 
e in my [eſteem ſor you; for that I de- 
re you will think. impoſſible: but I muſt! confeſs 
1 feel for you, the terrors of my mind night and 
day are inexpreluble, ]: imagine vou covered with 
woe | 


"4 
; 
] 


. 95 
wounds ang firuggling in the agonies of death, and 
all this for honour; would to God I could be your 
companion, I aſſure ,you I could bear it much bet- 
ter than my preſent miſerable ſituation, but you 
have promiſed me liberty, yet heaven knows ſome- 
thing may preyent your delign, glory and honour 
mult be attended to; but for once let glory give place 
to love, and let Venus be preferred before Mars. I 
ſhall conclude with telling you I can never be eaſy 
till I have my yy and am made Bappy with 
vou. 
le came next day as he had promiſed, but the 
Abbeſs being preſent ſhe could only lip the letter 
into his hand, and as he was prevented from ſaying 
many tender things to her, that he had intended, He 
ſoon took his leave of her. 
| When the Colonel returned to his quarters, Low: 
1 KRichmore received him with great friendſhip, and 
by the account he gave his Lordſhip of what Betſey 
ſaid of him, he flattered himſelf with the PRs of 
: her. having a paſſion for him. 
etſey being now on the point of taking the vows, | 
grew. very melancholly, for as ſhe did not hear from 
the Colonel, ſhe thought he was dead, and if that 
Was the caſe, there was no charms in the world for 
her, ſhe therefore made a virtue of necellty' and 
conſented to become a Nun. 

Her mother and father-in-law paid her a viſit 
before the ceremony, and to make it more grand 
than © Pap gave a valt number of jewels to a- 

dorn.th 1 altar, and nothing was wanted to make 
1 8 Ws of ite e 
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1 ſhort, ſhe wick "Hy Vows "of . and fell 
5 4 . ſacrifice to the caprice of a mother. 1 75 

Ihe war being carried on wich more vigour than 
ever, the king gave orders that no officer of what 
rank ſoever ſhould quit their poſts, during the win- 
ter. This prevented both the Colonel and Lord 
Richmore from doing any thing for the relief of 
Betſey, who ſhed torrents of tears believing that 


Colonel Blandford, and Lord Richmore were both 1 


dead, and that ſhe ma ine! itably finiſh her days 
in that place, 
She happened to mention to one ol the Nuns, her 
friend, one day, that ſhe was fearful the Colonel was 


dead; ſhe adviſed her to write a letter to bis quar- 


ters, and as he had told her where 2 were, 15 
did to this effect. „ 


Dear Colonel, PT Die A og or ahy 
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＋ "HOSE who whe but a little 1096 not 41 all 


5 abit. and an infatiable thirſt after honour, have 
made you forget the ſolemn vows you made to love 
me for ever; the abſence' of two years convinces 
me of your indifference, and J have reaſon to con- 
clude that your affections are ſet apon Tome other 
woman. Be not ſurpriſed that I charge you with 
7 perjury, for in how many places, and how many 
times have you made the moſt ſacred oaths of fide- 
| lity to me; am I to ſtay here debared from all the 
pleaſures of life, tilt I grow too old to have any re- 
liſh forthem? can you be pleaſed with the thoughts of 
4 3 union with me, when the foils of war had 
: ruined 


this fault is thine, Oh! thou perfidious lover * 


# 


8 


( We.) 

ruined your conſtitution, and Necled your heart. 2- 
gainſt the impreſſions of love and tenderneſs? 
If you are alive, my dear Colonel, come and 


let me know what ſucceſs or misfortunes you have 


met with; I ſhall be pleaſed with the former, and 
ſorry for the latter, and if you have not courage to 
reſcue me from my captivity, yet I hope you will 
do juſtice to her, who is the moſt faithful of her 
ſex, and who is proud of nothing ſo much as ſub- 


N herſelf yours, Kc. 


5 | Elizabeth | | Warwick: 


The Colonel received this letter juſt before there 
was a proclamation for peace; he looked upon „„ 
a bleſſing from Heaven, he kiſs'd and read it a hun- 
dred times, and being now at full liberty to go where 


he pleaſed, began to think very ſeriouſly of what 


means he thought would be "me moſt effectual to 
carry her off. 4 

Lord Richmore and he were always together: 05 
he told the Colonel that he intended to go to France, 
and endeavour to ſteal Miſs Warwick out of the 
Nunnery. : 


The Colonel 44 not inform him of his having 


received a letter from Betſy, but ſaid he was going 


to ſome part of the Continent, and intended to take 
Paris in his tour; ſo they ſet out in their journey we 5 
gether, taking each a valet. _ 5 
When they arrived there Lord Richmare ted Ho 
ſome very fine cloaths to be made, and waited for | 
them before he paid a viſit to the Convent. 
The Colonel took this opportunity of going him- 
ſelf rſt; he aſked, for her, ſaying he came from her 
Cs mother 


( 90 * 


1 1 mother, and had Fee to fay t to ker! in private; 1 
2 though the lady Abbeſs would have been glad to know 
What it was, yet the was fearful of offending Mrs. 
Meadows, who was a good benefactoreſs to her 
' Houſe, ſo ſhe ſent Betſey to him, and gave orders for 
none to interrupt them. 
She expected it was him ſhe was called to, was. 
overcome with joy, and no ſooner did the caſt her 
eyes on him, than ſhe fainted AWAY, and continued 
ſo. a good While. 8 
Never was lover more diſtreſſed than the Colonel, ö 
I ſeeing the object he adored lying like one dead; 
in vain was it to wiſh to give her relief, the grate 


1 prevented, which was ſo narrow, it was impoflible 


to put more than his hand through; at laſt, aſter 
I fetching a deep ſigh ſhe came to herſelf, and looked 
at the Colonel, cried are you ſtill alive? and do you 


. live for me? they then embraced each other as well 


as the grate would permit, and he replied, yes my 
lovely angel T am ſtill alive, and live for you alone, 
and am now come with a deſi ign, that if I had a thou- 
ſand lives I'd venture them all to reſcue you; tell 
me my dear Betſey, what you think will be the beſt 
way to procure your deliverance, and let us not loſe 
a moment; ſhe replied, that ſhe left every thing to 
him, and would conſent to any, thing that he ſhould 
i Pee . 
Upon which they agreed, that on che Thani, 


$5, following at eleven o 'clock at night, he ſhould come 


within a hundred paces of the Abbey, and then 


5 | fend his valet with a gentleman 's dreſs to her, which 


the was to put on and come to him; they then, art. 


a 1055 and he returned to his lodgings. 7 4 REN t 
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Next day Lord Richmore told him he was going 


to the Convent; the Colonel faid nothing, only de- 
ſixed him to give his compliments to her; his Lord- 
ſhip then went to the 1 which v was at Avi ig 
ny, not far from Paris 
On pretending he was a near re la; to Kok he 5 
got admittance, for the Abbeſs did not remember 
his coming in a livery. Betſey was ſurpriſed to ſee 
him, but did not mention the Colonel's being there, 
and on his Lordſhip's declaring he came to deliver 
her from thence, he appointed to carry her off three 
days later than the Colonel; ſhe did this being de- 
_ termined to get her liberty by ſome means if the | 
Colonel did not ſucceed. 


When his Lordſhip returned back: he went to the 


Colonel's Lodgings, and informed him What ey 


had agreed upon. 


The ſame night the two valets were Atiiſt ing 
together, and both being intruſted with their maſter's 
ſecrets, as they were to be parties concerned them 
_ ſelves, being now intoxicated with liquor, told each 
| other their maſter's ſcheme, and Lord Richmore's 


valet told him that the Colonel inſtead of going 


T, where he pretended to him, he had come there with 

no other delign than to ſteal Miſs Betſey away, and 
that he had hxed the time with her, both the ay 

and hour which he told him 


Never was man ſo enraged as Lord K 
has ſwore revenge for his deceicful dealings with him; 


however, he behaved with the ſame complaiſance 
te him as before. 
Ihe day appointed being come, the C olonel came 
to Lord Richmore to take his leave of him, and his 
Tord. . 
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1 Lordſhip diembled 10 wel, Mat he wiſhed him : a 
good journey into Italy. 


The Colonel ſet out on a fine Lore with 115 va | 


; let on another, and led another with a portmantua 


on it, this he intended for Front to ride © on after 
her eſcape. | 


Lord Richmot 8 at the veridy of he Co- 


Jonel, followed him at ſome diſtance, accompanied 


by his valet, and faw him ſtop at the place where 


He was to meet Betſey, when he gave his ſervant 
the gentleman's dreſs to carry to her, which as ſoon 


as ſhe perceived, ſhe bid the valet tell his maſter ſhe 


| ___ would be with him preſently. The man had hardly 
got back to his maſter, when he ſaw Lord Richmore _ 


and his man ride up to the Colonel, and heard him 


Cry out, tis the perſidious rival whom I ſeek, and 
5 immediately diſcharged a piſtol. The Colonel had 


not time to defend himſelf, and being wounded fell : | 


From his horſe. 


Lord Richins and his valet rode off full gallop, _ 


3 and. the Colonel's ſervant coming up to him ſaw him 


weltering in his blood, and to all appearance dead; 


he dre y him into a little 5 juſt by, and went to | 
IR tell Betſey. - 


She had 110 cleaned, out of the Core, Ho aſked 7 


253 in where his maſter Was? the valet with a heavy 


ſigh told her that Lord Richmore had ſhot him dead > 


through jealouſy. 


At theſe words. the a ous” ſavor; me, 0 | 


' would have ſunk down. but the valet held her; the 
remained ſometime motionleſs; at laſt recovering a 
little where is my murdered lover? ſays ſhe, the valet 


Jed her to the . but when yr came there 
he Was oe BP | a 
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The ſervant declared he was quite dead, and ſaid 


he ſuppoſed Lord Richmore had returned and took 


his body away t to bury ſomewhere, that it might not 
be diſcovered. 


Betſey knew not what to Jo. in her preſent afflic.. 
tion, yet was obliged to bear up under it, neither 


could they ſtay long in that place, for fear of being 
- purſued by the Abbels; for if ſhe had been taken ſhe 
would have been puniſhed for Banning SAY We 


the had taken the vows. . 
She wrung her hands and ſhed a a flood of team, 


| which gave her ſome relief, being determined not to 
return to the Convent. She engaged the valet to 


go with her, and had got 1 good deal of money and 
jewels with her. 


She rode eight leagues without: any refteſhment, 


then ſtopped and cat a little: after which ſhe took the 
road to Calais, intending to go to England, having | 
no occahon to ſtay longer in France. 


One night having ſtopped at a village to! lay, her | 


5 ſhe had ſupped, ſhe walkedout, attended by her fervant 
to look at the place; wandering about it grew. almoſt 


dark, and ſhe Was ſuddenly attacked by two fellows, 


who by her appearance thought to have a good booty; 
the valet made all the. reſiſtance in his power while 


the made the belt of her way and got out of danger, 
but it being by the ſide of a river, the rogues threw 
him over the bridge, and he was drowned. ._ 


Betſey was ſincerely forry for his loſs, as he Know- 


ing her affairs, was a good companion for her, as 
| well as A faithful ſervant. N She all continued her 


road to Calais, and when ſhe came there too k a lods- 


ing to INT. herſelf awhile after her fatigue. 
| | A Several : 
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Sbogral e of dilindion lodged att. | 


ed at the fame Hotel where ſhe was, and among the 


reſt ſhe faw Lord Richmore. Rage ſeized her ſoul! 


and revenge fired her breaſt; ſhe reſolved to take an 

opportunity to quarrel with him, and fight him now 
the was a man; accordingly they fell out at cards one 
night and chalenged each other. 


As liſe was indifferent to her, ſhe thought iy ecould 
not forfeit it in a better cauſe than deſtroying the 


man who had murdered her lover, and rendered 


her miſerable. They met, they fought, and Lord 
Richmore's ſword happening to flick. in one of her 


gloves, the took the advantage and ran him, through 
the body; then with the greateſt expedition ſhe 
5; took the packet where {he arrived ſafe at Dover. 


Here the took an appartment in the houſe of an 


old gentlewoman. She had ſeveral lodgers belides 
Boy: who took the name of Mr. Morris. 
One of his fellow lodgers was a Captain' x Lady, | 
a very fine woman, her huſband Was abroad, and 
the made many advances to Mr. Morris, wanting him 
to ſupply his place in his abſence; ſhe called him 
into her chamber one morning when ſhe was in 
bed, and behaved with ſo little modeſty. that he was 
quite diſguſted; and pretended. he heard ſomebody at. 
the door liſtening, and got away from her as falt as 


he could. 


F inding this place difagrceable to him Ke 1 


ed on his journey next day, and When he came to 


Canterbury, he ſtayed there a little while; 1 in thort, 
as he had no fixed place to go to, but had made 


himſelf a wanderer, it Ho not much vgnily where 


2 he v went. 


Nuit 
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Miß Warwick having at length arrived in Lon- 
don, the ſold the few remaining jewels the had and 


equipped herſe If in the en, manner, and took the 


name of Price. 

Mr Price reſorted. ever night to the play- houſe, 
and generally fat in the boxes; his delicate complex - 
ion and fine features was taken notice of by the ladies, 
as being much too handſome for a man. 

One night a lady TRI dreſſed entered the box, 
her ſervant had kept a place forher, tho' there hap- 
pened to be none but her and Mr. Price in it that 
night. The lady could not keep her eyes off him, 
and was ſeized with a violent paſſion for him. They 
talked of indifferent ſubjedts between the as, and 


the lady finding he vas a fingle young gentleman, 
juſt come from France, the politely invited him to 


her houſe. 

This invitation he accepted with many compli- 
ments, (which ſhewed his good breeding) when he 
found the lady that invited him, was of no leſs qua- 
lity than the counteſs of R——; when he had hand- 
ed her lady bip into the coach, he politely took his 
leave, and the counteſs beg d che favour of his com- 
pany the next da y. 

This lady was a widow, young and beautiful, and 


began to entertain a paſſion for him; Mr. Price pon- 


dered | in his mind, whether or no he ſhould make 
a confident of her, as he thought her of an amiable 
difpoſtion: and as he ſhould ſoon be in want of 2 
fiiend to help him, as his ſtock Was Pretty near 

exhauſted 
Next day, however, he waited on the counteſs, | 
Who received him very gracioully, and after they 
f had 


e 
had converſed ſome time, inſpired with a ſudden re- l 
ſolution, he frankly owned he was a woman. IH 
| Her adyſhip being much furpriſed, deſired to 5 
know what inducement ſhe had for changing her ſex; N 
on which Betſey related her ſtory from firſt to laſt, ar 
and the countels ſhed tears of pity over ber. . 
She offered her an appartment in her houſe, and en 
to accomodate her with all things neceflary. But Þ*<* 
Betſey, with many thanks told her ſhe could not n 
{ſettle her mind to ſtay long in a place, and therefore PO 
determined to wear the dreſs of a young gentleman, tale 
as that would be fitter for her to travel in; the count- 
eſs agreed to what ſhe ſaid, and. ſupplied her with a | 8 
good ſum of money, and delited ſhe would come to PPE 
112 again when ſhe was tired of her diſguiſe. - pro 
Betſey now took upon her the name of Green, | 
travelled towards the weſt of England, and at Bath WE 
made acquainfance with a gentleman belonging to [52 
the Law. They grew ſo intimate ſoon, that the old of 
gentleman whoſe name was Newman, was never ms 
_ eaſy but when he was in his company, which made Se 
him be frequently at his houſe; Mr. Green having 
ſeen many curioſities abroad, an account of which In 
was highly agreeable to Mr. Newman. In 
He had an only daughter, ſhe was young and as of 
Plooming as May, and was po ſſeſs'd of many amiable la 
| qualifications, the old gentleman doated on her; he at 
in a ſhort time took ſuch a liking to Mr. Green, as fo 
to make him his ſon-in-law; he ſpoke to him on the 18 
ſubject, and Mr. Green returning him thanks for h 
his good opinion of him, ſaid he would willingly a- b 
ęree to ſuch an alliance, if the young lady was agree- 
8 ble, as he has always looked yoo her with adnira- by 
N | | tion, 
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ion, and thould. eſteem himſelf the happieſt man 
VINg: 
vir. Newdlan then told his daughter to look UPON 
+, Green as her intended huſband. Miſs Sophia, 
ar en being averſe, had taken a ſtrong liking to 


enſe;, Mr. Newman told his intentions to ſeveral 
gentlemen of his acquaintance, who were all of opi- 
nion that he could not match her better than with a 
young: gentleman. of his beauty, Ane en and fine 
talent. 

The day was Aaedene Gxed for the mar riage, and 


la great deal of company invited; it came, the cere- 


mony was performed, an elegant entertainment was 
provided, after which they had a grand ball at night. 

Mr Green began now to be much agitated, things 
were carried on as far as it was poſſible for them to 
go, but now it was come to the laſt; while the reſt 
of the company were diverting themſelves with danc- 
ing, his thoughts were employed how he {hould 
get away. 

At length he Lot an opportunity, unperceived by 


any one, to flip out of the company, and going to an 


Inn, hired a poſt chaiſe, and got a good many miles 
off before he was perceived by the company. At 
laſt Mr. Newman wanting to ſpeak to his ſon-in-law 
about ſomething, could not find him, which cauſed 
ſome confuſion; they all began to wonder where he 
could be gone at ſuch a time; ſearch was made for 


him all over the houſe, and enquiries out of doors, 


but all in vain, he was not to be found. EE 

The father-in-law, was almoſt diſtracted, the 
bride fainted, and univerſal conſternation took place 
D 2 of 


im, having often admired his fine perſon and good 


6 

of merriment; they waited all night and next day 

with great impatience, but all to no ene he never 
returned any more. 

When Mr. Green got as hin as Duden hethought 
be was ſaſe, therefore ſtayed there ſome time to ſee 
the Univerſities; here he got acquainted with ſome 
of the Scholars, and he frequently went to ſee them. | 
One Gay, while he was in Queen's College he was] 

Nruck with ſurpriſe and terror, on ſeeing Mr. New-| 
man, his father-in-law enter, talking to the chan- 
_cellor; the old gentleman immediately knew him, 
and deſifed the gentlemen preſent to ſecure him ; 

he then reproached him in the ibarpelt language for 
his behaviour. 

Mr. Green gave kinn time to vent his rage, and 
then in the moſt gentle and ſubmiſſive manner, told 
him he had ſuffered more than himſelf, ſince all hi“ 
hopes of happineſs had been e by Aud 
"my his bride falfe. _ 

The old gentleman defired him to in "TY 
ſelf, which he did; during the ball, ſaid he 
1 obſerved. your daughter in very familiar dif. 
courſe with a gentleman ſhe had danced with, I 
was curious enough to liſten to their conver 
ſation, and heard enough to conyince me, they hac 
not only been connected together ſome time, bu 
intended to continue their amour to my dithononr 
not being willing to diſturb the company, or givi 
you uneafineſs, for whom I have the greateſt re 
t#peR, I thought it beſt to leave her, as penis b 

the ceremony had paſſed between us. 
© 'FThis put the old gentleman to a ſtand, he faid h 
would retrn back and tax her with her! incontinenq 


, 
if he would promiſe to wait his return, and he would 
bring Sophia to clear ber innocence; this was agreed 


to, and the chancellor ſaid Mr. Green {hould remain 
with him, and would Vece he ſhould be forth 


coming. | 
However, next day he eſcaped the vigilance of 


the chancellor, and getting ſafely off took the road 


to. Hampſhire. Betſey having now taken upon her 
the name of Johnſon, had a fancy to go to South- 


ampton, as that was a place where a good deal of 
company reſorted. 


On the road the met with a gentleman of 3 


appearance, who entered in diſcourſe with her, and 


took ſuch a liking to her converſation, that finding | 
Mr. Johnſon (as we,muſtnowcall her) was a ftrang- 


er to the place he was going to, freely invited him 


to ſtay ſome time at his houſe, which he accepted 


EA nh: as politeneſs. 


' Parſons (that was the cendleman! 8 ame) 


en 10 his mother, a widow Jady, and ſhe had 


two very handſome daughters; one was eighteen 


and the other ſeventeen years of age; theſe ladies, 

as well as Mr. Parſons ſhewed great reſpec and civi- 
lity to Mr. Johnſon, and he paſſed his time very a- 
| greeably 1 in walking, bunting, and fiſhiug. 


Though he could not feel the power of love for. 2. 


woman; yet he ſaw ſo much ſweetnels in the temper _ 
olf the youngeſt of Mr. Parſon s liſters, that he con- 
_ ceived a kind of platonic love ſor her, the manner 
of his behaviour to her made every one believe 


he had a genuine. paſſion fr her, but the mother who 


Wanted the eldeſt to be married firſt did not approve | 
E7 of it. | 


Miſs 
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Miſs Sally perceiving the preference Mr. John- | 
ſon gave to her ſiſter, began to grow jealous of her, 
and made her live very unhappy, therefore Miſs 
Nancy deſired Mr. Johnſon to make his addreſſes to 
Her, and whatever compliments he made to her, ſhe 
would look upon as meant to herſelf. This the did 
for the fake of quietneſs, for ſhe would not have had 
Him have a real inclination for her on any account, 

as ſhe was deeply enamoured with him. 

Miſs Nancy's maid being intruſted with this ferter⸗ | 
- mwickedly informed Miſs Sally WA" a dupe ſhe Was 
made to her ſiſter's artifice. 

This filled Sally with ſo much poſenittiet; that the 
ſet no bounds to her fury, and was determined to be 
revenged; in order to this, ſhe hired a fellow to 
Way-lay him when he was walking in the evening, 
(which he uſually did) knock him down and murder 


him; the villain tempted by the ſight of fiſty guineas, N 


which was to be his reward, promiſed to do it. 
That ſame evening Mr. Johnſon walked out alone; 
and wandered ſome miles about, through lanes, fields, 
and woods, reflecting on all that had befallen him 
through life, but the chief of his thoughts were on 
Colonel Blandford, Who was never abſent from his 
mens, fc 1 
Juſt as he had Ster x wodd, ſearleſs of: Rubber, 
the fellow ruſhed upon him, and with a hedge ſtake 
| Aruck at him, thinking to beat him to the ground 
and then ſtab him; 5558 ſor tunately miſſed Mr. John. 
Jon, who immediately drew a piſtol from his pocket, 
which he always carried about him, and holding it 
to the villain s breaſt, declared he would ſhoot him 
9 if he did not tell him if he was ſet on by 
any 


31 
any body. The fellow ified at ſo near a proſ- 
pect of death, confefled that Miſs Sally Parſons had 
employed him, though he knew not for what reaſon, 
ſaid he wiſhed he had not attempted it, and aſked his 

pardon. 

Mr. Johnſon ſuffered kink. go about his WE 4 
but not thinking himſelf ſafe to remain any longer 
at Mr. Parſons's houſe, he determined to leave South- 
ampton, but firſt he wrote a letter to that jealous 
young lady, Muts Sally! in theſe words. 


Madam „ 


oEü 13 Gays ex tremely free in its choice, your 
ſiſter has charms ſufficient to captivateany man, 
but a woman capable of forming ſuch black deſigns 
to take away my life, could ſurely never be worthy 
of my eſteem as the object of my affections. 
Il with you may live to marry a man with a ſoul 
as wicked as your own; the orders you gave to the 
mercenary man, whom you intended to be my mur- 
derer, will for ever be fo many reproaches to your 
own conſcience, both in this world and the world 
to come. Adieu. 

After this he wrote another letter to Mr. Parſons I 
returning him thanks for all his kindneſs and civi- 
lity, but without mentioning his ſiſter's wickedneſs; 
laid he had particular reaſons for leaving him fo ab- 
ruptiy, which he hoped he would excuſe. _ | 
Though it was the duſk of the evening, he got | 
on horſeback, and rode ſeveral miles ſrom the place, 


when he put up at an Inn, and in the morning Pro- 
ceeded on his] JN towards London. 


. hen 
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Wheti Ri arrrived there he waited'« on the counteſs 
of R——, who knew all his affairs, and had eyer 


been his friend, and being heartily weary of ramb- 
ling, reſolved to be no longer the ſport of fortune, 
ſo leaving off the dreſs of a man, ſhe once more re- 
ſumed her own ſex, and appeared in her proper cha- 
racter, Mifs Betſey Warwick. | 


The Counteſs preſented her with cloaths, jewels; 


and ornaments as became her, and ſhe continued 


ſome time at her houſe; after-which having a ſtrong 


inclination to end her days in a Nunnery, the coun- 
teſs who was willing the ſhould return to her duty. 
as ſhe had once been a profeſſed Nun, went with 


her to France, where ſhe placed her in a good Con- 
vent, the Abbeſs of which ſhe had ſome acquaintance 


with, when the was abroad on her travels. 


This was agreeable to Miſs Warwick, as ſhe did 


not chooſe to retreat to that ſhe had eſcaped from, ſhe 
had another reaſon for liking it; the had been m- 
ed that Miſs Sophia, whom ſhe had deceived in the 
point of marriage through her diſguiſe, was juſt en- 
tered there as a novitiate, as ſhe could not be prevail- 


ed on to live in che face of the world as a virgin 
; widow. 


When Miſs Betſey had been in the cloiſter a few 
days, and became very intimate with that young la- 
dy, the took an opportunity one day to diſcover her- 
ſelf to her, telling her ſhe was the perſon that had 


married her, and the reaſons the had for leaving 
her. 


Sophia was aſtoniſhed at hearing this, and much 


Pleaſed dust the had not deen deceived by a man; 


_ Though 


„ 
though ſhe ſaid, had ſhe known it before, ſhe never 
would have entered the Nunnery. _ 

They embraced each other cordially, and Miſs 
Betſey ſaid, ſhe ſhould eſteem herſelf happy in hav- 
ing her for her molt conſtant friend and com- 
panion 

There was in the Conventa pong lads extremely 
beautiful, with whom they became very intimate; 
ſhe laboured under great depreſſion of ſpirits, which 
had its ſource from a forrov which ſeemed rooted 
in her very ſoul; and though ſhe ſtrived to conceal 
her grief from the reſt of the N uns, 6 her e 


| ers were in vain. 


As they were litting together one day, Betſey en- 
treated her to make her acquainted with her hiſ- _ 
_. tory, as ſhe was ſure there ml be ſumething very 
extraordinary in it, aſſuring her that ſhe would do 
all in her power to ſerve her, even at the hazard ot. 
her life. 
n lady, whoſe Keen were as Vahle as her 
perſon was lovely; knowing that Mifs Warwick was 
highly eſteemed by the Abbeſs, for coming ſo well 
recommended by the counteſs, could not deny her; 
| belides ſhe had conceiveda ſincere friendſhip for her; 
ſaid, my dear Miſs Betſey, to ſhew that nothing but 
death can end my ſorrows, 1 will immediately 
make you acquainted with my melancholly ſtory; 
though J am convinced the recital will coſt me many 
tears, but they flow in vain, for never {ball I enjoy 
again peace or happineſs in this Wo. 
Saying this, her eyes ſtreamed afreſh and ſhe was 
near fainting. at the recollection of what had ſome 


„ 


time paſt; and which ſhe had endet ved by pray- | 


ers and religious duties to get the better of. 


Miſs Betſey on ſeeing the young lady fo much af- 


of feted, Was forry ſhe had propoſed it, and begged 


* 


her not to renew her grief for the ſake of ſatisfying 
her curioſity. But ſhe in a very graceful manner 
embraced her, and wiping away her tears, compoſed 
e well as he cog wo mm Her ſtory as 
Nene e 
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Miſs FANN * NUG ENT. 


Was both at a ö my father s name is ; Nu- 
gent, he enjoys a very conſiderable poſt under 
Hh in which he had gained much reputation, 
and Tras been honoured WR the thanks of his royal 


NM öder died when 1 as but fix e OR, 


and my father has paid ſo much regard to her me- 
mory, that he has neyer married ſince, and always 
mentions her with the greateſt affeftion. 


He is the beſt of father's, and it was with the great- 


eſt regret he conſented to my choice of becoming a 


Nun. But how could Idootherways my dear friend, 
fare you will find has put it entirely out of my 
power 
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power to enjoy the happineſs I had flattered e : 
with. | 

Excuſe my dear Miſs Warwick the tender tear 
which will force itſelf at the remembrance of the af-. 
llictions I have undergone, and the former 1 have 
occaſioned to the beſt of parents. , 

I have an only brother, whom 1 have che greateſt 
affection for, and have always received the ſame 
from him; the world allows him to be a fine gentle- 
man, and Jaſſure you he is a man of ſtrict honour. 

While he was at College, he commenced a friend- 
hip with a young gentleman whom I shall call Cle- 
rimont, their ages, tempers, and inclinations were 

alike. 

My brother, whom I ſhall als call be 3 name 
of Francis, as he has no title to the name of Nugent, 
being only my brother by my mother's ſide, Who 
was a beautiful young widow when my father mar- 


ried her, and had only this one child, which my 


father was as fond of as if it had been his own, and 
has always ſhewed as much regard for him as for me. 
My brother often brought Clerimont to our houſe, 
and talked ſo much of his merit, that his continual 
praiſes of him made an impreſſion on my young 
heart, and I was never happy but when he was Fer. 
ſent, or was the ſubject of our diſcourſe. 

My brother, who wiſhed for our union, was pleaſ- | 
ed at my growing paſſion for him, and aſked my fa- 

ther leave ſor Clerimont to pay his add reſſes to me, 
which he readily granted, as he found I was prepoſ- 


ſeſſed in his favour. In ſhort he made a declaration 


of his love, with ſo much tenderneſs, as convinced 
me of che lincerity of it. His father and mother ap- 
5 | E 2 proved 
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provedof his 8 and for ſome time were all very 
happy. 
Clerimopnt was formed to e eve; he was 
young, handſome, generous, and brave; he was ſen- 
ſible in converſation, and diſcourſed with great judg- 
ment, and was always ſure to gain the applauſe and 
admiration of all who converſed with him. 
My father through his intereſt at court, got my 
brother to be Colonel, in a marching reinen, in 
which capacity he continued ſome years. 
| Clerimont frequently viſited me, but I was 
too young to be married, my brother every opportu- 
nity he had, during the war came to ſee us, and 
kept up his friend hip with Clerimont, but when 
Peace was proclaimed, he very ſhortly after, having 
met with ſome great trouble, which he would never 
devulge to us, perſuaded Clerimont to make the tour 
of Europe with him, which he agreed to, and after 
an affectionate leave of me and my father, they ſet 
out, promiling to return in a few years, when we 
were to be united. 

They never miſſed any opportunity of informing 
us; of whatever they ſaw worthy of notice; and be- 
| tides the moſt affectionate letters, Clerimont ſent 
me many tokens of his love in rich preſents, the pro- 
| duce of the different countries they went nenen 

indeed he was the moſt faithful of men. | 

While they were at Napies my brother Was at- 
tacked by four rufhans, as he was going home to his 
lodgings, pretty late one night; he had been at ſup- 

per with ſome French gentlemen, and Clerimont 
was invited but excuſed himſelf; but finding my 
5 as Frank * tos late, he began to be uneaſy, 
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when preſently he heard the claſhing of [words un- 
der the window. 
He looked out and faw four villains aſſaulting my 
brother; the moon {ſhone bright, he ſnatched his 
ſword and flew to his aſſiſtance, whom he found 
wounded and faint through loſs of blood, and would 
have periihed, notwithſtanding he had made a noble 
reſiſtance, but his timely help put them to flight after 
he had wounded three of them. | 
Generous man! to what dangers did he expoſe 
Himſelf: but finding my brother's wounds bleed very 
faſt, he got him to bed, and ſent for a wage and 
took the tendereſt care of him. 
When my brother got well again and was able 

to write, he gaveus an account of what had ha 
ed; and in one letter he fent to me was full of © enco- 
miums on Clerimont, coucluding thus; dear Fanny, 
love Clerimont, for he poſſeſſes every virtue, and 
is an ornament to ſociety. | 
I was in raptures while I read this letter, and 
hardly felt for my. brother's danger, becauſe Cleri- 
mont had been his deliverer, the tendereſt expreſſions 
tell from my lips involuntary, ſuch as, generous gente 
tleman! dear Clerimont! and the like. 
S8 oon after this Clerimont ſent me a letter himſelf, 
with a valuable preſent of his picture ſet with dia- 
monds. This my dear Betſey was the laſt letter I 
ever ar from him; excuſe me I do, and muſt 
for ever lament his loſs; nothing but a deep ſenſe 
of religion, could keep the violence of my ſorrow 
s and grief, from attempting ſome deſperate action. 

Il will proceed with my ſtory as ſoon as my tears 
wh give me leave. After a ſhort interval, in which 


Betſey 
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Betſey Gd all ſhe could to moderate her forrow ſhe 


relumed her diſcourſe. 


Soon after they. arrived at grand, Cairo, 3 in Egypt, 
and went to view the  Caticomb, or mummy pits. 
| They took a guide with them, went through the 
Luybian deſarts, removed the ſand” and, ſtone from 
the mouth of the pit, and deſcended down into it, 
in order to ſee thoſe ſurpriſing mummies. 

While they were in the Caticomb, eight Arabian 
robbers happened to paſs that way, and ſeeing the 
mouth of the pit open, coucluded ſome Franks (as 
they uſually call the Europeans) were viewing it 
out of curiolity ; they immediately put the ſtone over 
the pit and deſcended it by another place, and at- 
tacked my brother, Clermont, and the suicke with 


Th renn fury. 


Ihe fight ined forme: time very deſperate; my 
| e pn and the guide were . wounded, and two of 
the Arabs killed, and ſeveralof them being woundcd, 

they ran to the ladder of ropes, which: they had de- 


ſcended by to make their eſeape. The guide cried 


out,make haſte gentlemen, or they wil ſhut us in the 
Pit, and we ſhall periſh. 

_  Clerimont was the firſt that followed them: and. 
one of the villains ſtruck him on the head with his 
ſeymetor, and he fell down dead; Oh! Miſs War- 
wick, if ever you loved, think what 1 feel, time or 


. place can never alleviate my ſorrows. 


As ſoon as my brother got out of the pit, 5 . 5 
the Arabs going off, dragg ing the bodies of their com- 
panions and Clerimont with them, in order to throw 
them into ſome pit. My brother ſeeing his dear 
friend murdered fainted * he Was weak before 
£27 with ' 
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with loſs of blood, which prevented his purſuing 
them, but it would have been to no purpoſe to 
reſque his dead friend's body, lince he could not 
put life into it again 
His ſervant and guide thought he was dead too, 
but at laſt found he had only ſainted. They convey- 
ed him back to his lodgings at Cairo, where a ſur- 
geon was fetched and his wounds dreſt, which proved 
not to be dangerous, and he recovered in about a 
mehl 
As ſoon as we rectived from my brother this me- 
. anchaly account, bis father put all his family in 
Mourning, and my father did the ſame. I believe 
I need not tell you all that knew him were incon- 
folable; his father and mother ſaw no company but 
abandoned themſelves up to grief, all the ſervants 
ſhed tears, and chere never was a ſcene of more 
ſorrow. 


judge my FO Betſey what 1 muſt ſuffer; I who 
loved him equal to my own ſoul; convulſions ſeized 
me, and 1 enduged all the Pangs of horror and dit- 
air 
: 1 languiſhed a good ak in a deplorable. condi- 
tion, which added to my father's trouble for he loved 
me with extreme tenderneſs, _ e 
At length time, with the arrival of my brother, and 
the ind ulgance of my father, conſolation ofmy friends: 
and the religious arguments of our good chaplain, : 
took off the violence of my grief, and patiently re- 
ſigned myſelf to the will of providence. 
But the world and all its alurements could charm 
me no more, or banilh from my 7 0 1 dear 


e of my: love: W hen alone I uſed to recount 


the 
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the virtues of Clerimont, and ponder on my wretched 
condition till I was quite 8 8 and a torrent of 
tears came to my relief. TEA 
At laſt ! determined to 20 into a e to 
ſeek that conſolation from religion which the world 
cannot give; but as you know we have no monaſtries 
in England, I begged my father to let. me go to 
France, which he at laſt with a deal of reſolution con- 
ſented to, finding it was my fixed determination. | 
My dear brother, with tears in his eyes, begged 
me not to bury myſelf in a cloiſter for life; he -faid 
for ſome years before he knew a young lady that was 
in a nunnery there, and he thought it was a great 
_Hhardlhip for fo many beautiful young ns to be {hut 
up from the lociety of men. 
do remember in detd, in the time of war, 8 
he was an othcer, and had a furlow, he told me he 
was going to France, and have ſince thought that 
his melancholy, and his deſire of making the grand 
tour, proceeded from ſome . in 
love: | 
According to my deſire my Haber placed me in 
this convent; and honours me ſome times with a vilit, 
as does likewiſe my brother, for whom [ have 4 
great eſteem. 
And now my dear Miſs 1 hive ſatis fied: your cu. 
rioſity, and have convinced you nothing! in this world : 
can reſtore my peace. 
Mils Betſey returned her ace For 
the trouble the had taken to oblige her, and was ſor- 
ry {he had renewed her grief by the recital, and from. 
3 time they commenced a ſtrict friend(hip, and 
Nils Warwi k. related her adyentures in her turn. 


M ie | 
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Miss Sophia, the young lady that Betſey had de. 
ceived in marriage, was always of their party, and 
they three were inſeparable. 

One day when Mifs Fanny was at the erate, her 
brother came to pay her a vilit, and was a ccompa- 
nied by two young gentlemen; ſhe had hardly ſalut- 
ed her brother, when caſting her eyes on one of the 
gentlemen, ſhe knew him to be Clerimont. 

Fanny was near fainting with ſurpriſe and joy, 
to behold him living and before her, whom ſhe had 
fo long mourned for as dead; but putting his hand 

through the grate he ſupported, and embraced her 
as well as he could. 

Finding he was really Clerimont bimſelf, ſhe ſoon 
recovered, and intreated him to let her know by | 
what miracle he aroſe from the dead. 7: 

That gentleman after aſſuring her what plea- 
ſure he felt at ſeeing her again, informed her As 


follows. 


I ou are acquainted my dear Fanny, how I re- 
_ ceived my hurt, and that your brother believed me 
dead, and thrown into ſome pit, but when 1 return- 
ed to life, I found myſelf in a ſtrange apartment with 
this gentleman, (pointing to the other who was 
with them ſitting by the bed fide) though I was very 
weak with bleeding ſo much, I requeſted the gen- 


tleman to inform me how 1 came there, and what 


was become of my friend, but he finding I was very 
| faint, and could hardly ſpeak, thought it improper 
to enter into a converſation, ſo deſired me to defer 
talking till I had gained a little more ſtrength. 
He then very kindly gave me ſomething to recruit 
my ſpirits, and I imagined I muſt be 5 great 
anger 


F 


„„ 


8 danger. ſor I felt my head very ſore, TE) bound- up? 
I lay compoſed a litt'e while, then fell into a ſhort 
ſleep, and continued a day or two in that manner, 
doling and waking; the third day I found m yfelf a- 
ble to ſpeak, and once more defired my friend to in- 
form me of the particulars. 


He told me that the Arabs were dragging, me a- 


long the ground, ſtreaming, with blood, they ſaw the 
Turkiſh patrole coming, this put them to flight, and 
they left me and their two dead companions behind; 
he faid he happened to be near the Place, and came 
up juſt as the patrole did. On examining the bodies, 
they ſound two were quite dead, but there appeared. 
{ome little ſigns of lite in me, he defired them to help 
me to his houſe, which they did, and ſending for a. 
ſargeon immediately, had Al poſſible care taken of 
me, though the ſurgeon told aim it was all 1 in yain, 
for I' could never recover 8 

My wound was on the leſt nde of my "OF op a 
broad and deep gaſh, reaching to my neck. and al- 
moſtio my temples; however by proper applications, 
and my Kind friend's extreme bumanity,,: in watch-, 
ing. and attending me, I was, able i in about a month. 
to ſit up, and. concipued mending, 55 Was halfa, Year, 5 
before I was perfectly recovered. . * - 

This. geut! eman whoſe name, is Beh It . "Was 9 77 
in England, Alden on his travels, We commenced 
A, {incere, friend! ip for bach ether, and affe on. 
my ſide. bound me. Rrowger, te to im. $7916 | | 
I made enquiry at Grand. Cairo alter your NE 
er and, found he, had ſoon got well and Was. re- 
turned home. I Vis doubled, thinking the repor rt 
of my death would qccahon. grief to, yeu ar dall my 
5 6 9 friends 
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friends, and would have written to you to contradict 
it, but Mr. Belvil intending to return home im- 
mediately when I was well, I accompanied him, 
as well for the pleafure I thouid have in being with 
him, as the deſire I had of being of ſervice to him 
in our travels, if he ſhould meet with any thing that 
required my help. 
When we arrived at Sento your father was 
much ſurpriſed and pleaſed at finding me alive, as 
you; and-my parents were overcome w 3th j Joy- 

As to your brother here, he received. me as a 
| friend; whom he had long thought dead, and had 
lamented for; and as I find that your retiring your- 
ſelf from the world was out of tendernels to my me- 


mory, I am come by the authority of your father 8 


demand you from the Abbeſs for my wife. 
Fanny was ready to die with joy to hear the wel- 
come news: ſhe flew to the Abbeſs and brought her 
to the parlour, who when ſhe had read the letter 
that came from Mr. Nugent, the admitted them into 
the parlour. 
They now embraced each other with iraſoort, 
and Fanny prepared to go with them; but delired 
the might take leave of her two friends ſirſt. 
Miſs Betſey and Miſs Sophia were called to the 
erate to bid her adieu; but the former to her aſto- 
niſhment beheld in the brother of Fanny her own 
murdered Colonel; ſhe gave a fudden [cream, fell 
down, and fainted away. 
'Fhe door was immediately opened, and ſhe was 
united into the parlour for air, Sophia attending on 
her. The Colonel who had not obſerved her through 
5 the grate was inſtantly ſtruck, and was near faint- 
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ing himſelf; . ; , he cried out, good God! it is my 
Betſey. | 

It was a long while Ev kg ſhe came to > Ladd: Lon 
when ſhe did, ſhe gazed earneſtly at the Colonel 
a moment, and then ruſhed into his arms. 

If when Fanny recited her ſtory, the had called 
her brother Colonel Blandford, Betſey, would have 
known it was her lover, and that he was alive! but 
when ſhe told her his name was not Nugent, ſhe 
did not tell her what it was. And when Betſey re- 
counted hers, whenever ſhe mentioned him ſhe only 

called him the Colonel. But now the miſtery was 
cleared up, and ſhe was. pleaſed to think that ſhe eſ- 
teemed Betſey ſo much as a friend, ſhe ihould have 
| her for a bites. 


Betſey being quite recovered, ad fatiched bh the 
warmth of his embraces, her Los was alive; de- 


fired to know by what means his life was Pres 
ſerved. 
I will tell you my dear Betſey, (replied the Ce: 
lionel) after I had ſent the gentleman's cloaths to 
you by my vallet, I fat on horfeback waiting for 
your coming, and as 1 had provided a horſe for you 
was thinking we ſhould ſoon be out of tne reach of 
any purſuit, when ſuddenly I heard, Lord Rich- 
more's voice, and inſtantly 1 received a ball from a 
piſlol, in my, breaſt and fell to the ground. Idon't 
know how | came there, but was. ſoon after found 
in a little] chapel by a boly Friar, and a lay-bro- 
ther, who! appe ned to come in accidentally; they 
| found by my blood running fo freely, and the beat- 
ing of my heart that 1 was not entirely, bereft of life, 
{0 Carried me between chem to the friar's cell; he 
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got the ba ll extracted, and put the ſovereign balſam 
to my wound that he had made himſelf out of ſome 
ſimpleés, fo that in a months time I was perfectly 
recovered. 
The good man aſked me e if I knew who aſſaulted 
me, but l pretended ignorant, as I knew you muſt 
be mentioned in the affair. Loffered him ſomething 
handſome for his goodneſs, but he would not accept 
of any thing, as he did it out of a religious motive. 
I took my leave of him, returning him all the 
thanks a grateful heart could pay; though at the 
ſame time I could hardly think life a en ſince 
I was deprived of you. 
1 made private enquiry, and As you had left 
the Convent, but where to find you I could not tell, 
being certain you would not go near your mother, 
I therefore returned to Scarborough, and being un. 
happy in my mind, to divert my melancholly heart, 
perſuaded. my friend Clerimont to make the tour 
of Europe. 
I now madam, (ſays he, turning to the Abbeſs) : 
claim this lady as my lawful wife, ſince the binding 
oaths that have paſſed between us are as much re- 
giſtered in heaven as the vows ſhe has made here, 
and are of more force indeed, as theſe were againſt 
her inchnations. _ 
Ihe good lady who had Give! 7 1581 herſelf, 
and had entered the cloiſter when very young, on 
a diſappointment of that ſort, felt for all theſe lovers 
who had ſuffered ſo much, and freely Save Beticy 
leave to do as lhe pleaſed. 
During this converſation, Mr. Belvil ki! NY 
admiring the beautiful Sophia, whoſe charms bad 
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poſſeſſion of his heart, he made an offer of marriage 
10 her, if the could find any ching agreeable in 17e 
to make her happfpßyʒꝛnee 5 

The time was critical, ſhe coutd never Sapedt a- 
nother offer; beſides ſhe aw his perſon amiable; and 
ſhe had heard enough to convince her of the good- 
denn his diffolition, and ſhe conſented to be his. 

The Abbeſs was in no danger on her account, 
as ſhe was her own miſtreſs, Reb father having been 
dead ſome time; as ſhe was only a noviciate, and 
had not taken the vozes, it was not of much con- 

ſequencde. 

Ihe chief that the Abbeſs had! to fear was Mes, 
Meadoivs; but the Taid ihe would give it as good a 
colour as ſhe could, and Beppe to and ſhe would not 

be much offended at her. 

After much compliments and. bod: withes Hr Weir 
happineſs, the three couples took their leave of the 
Abbeſs and the Convent, and with the greateſt ex- 
| pedition returned to e ang * went to Mr. Nu- 
gent's houſe. _ 
VM.ifs Betſey had no Ke to be 0 on her 
mother's account, for 'ſquire Meadows had been 
dead forme time. She paid the Colonel down the 
large fortune leſt her by her father, who behaved 
with great tenderneſs to her ever after. Soon after 
Colonel [Blandford and Betſey Warwick were mar- 
ried, he obtained a great place at nn and Mred in 
Honour: love, and peace. | 

Clerimont had a large fortune of his own, ak at 
his father's death a great deal more, and lived in 

oy Nage and conjugalfelicity with his beloved Fan- 
wgent; * Mr. Belvil, who was a' gentleman 
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of great independant fortune, made it his ſtudy to 
promote the happineſs of Sophia; they were all com- 


beautiful offspring. 
What pity would it have been, if three ſuch fine 


women had been loſt to the world, and never taſted 


» the pleaſures of conjugal ties, Which in time produced 
a race of men diſtinguiſhed for their honour, and 


courage in the field, and in the cabinet. 
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Thro' various ſcenes the A Rambler goes, 
From love and fortune fuffers many woes; 

In varivus places various ſchemes ſhe tries, 
And {till in cunning tricks her mind employs, 
Along the variegated paths of life, 

Which chequer'd is with folly and with flrife, 
She takes her way, but on the ſtrangeſt plan, 
No ſemale ſhe appears, but like a man; | 
Marries a wife, who fancies much delight, 

Yet flies from her upon the wedding night, 

To other towns, and other ſcenes the flies, 
And with each new form'd whim ſhe till complies; 
Jill fad vexatious croſſes turn her mind, 

| To be to goodneſs and to heaven reſign'd; 

| 1 providence aſſiſts when all is paſt, 

And crowns each happy lover at the laſt. 


pletely happy, and gave birth to a numerous and 
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